
-CONTEMPORARY WITNESSES- 

 

 

Personal Information 

Name: Anna (Anni) Bürgstein 

Born: 16th of July, 1940 

Place of birth: Tusch, which is a part of Tweras in the region of Bohemia, 
Czech Republic. 
 

 

Expulsion:  

1945: The Americans came and occupied Bohemia à Germans had to wear an armband with an “N” stitched on it 
(“N” standing for nemec, which is “German” in Czech.) 

October, 1946: When the Americans had left, the Czechs came and the Germans were expropriated expelled. The 
people were only allowed to take a maximum of 50 kg per person with them. This was strictly controlled by the 
soldiers. Families arranged what to take with them so that they did not take all the same. Several layers of clothes 
were worn to take as much as possible with them in the suitcases. Farmers brought them with horse and carriages to 
the first “camp”, one that still was still in Bohemia. 

1st camp: No opportunity to wash nor to shower, there were lice, for food there was only soup with maggots.  Had to 
stay there until there were enough people to fill a train. 

Transport to 2nd camp: People were stuck in cattle wagons and no one knew where they were going. Sometimes there 
were stops, when wagons were arranged. There was only one stop, when the displaced people could get out. At this 
stop, soldiers deloused them. The whole time there was nothing to eat and again no opportunity to wash. 

2nd camp: Short stay in this camp in Germany, were they had the opportunity to wash themselves for the first time. 

3rd camp: Here the disease “typhus” broke out, therefore the people were distributed to many small villages. Anni and 
her family were on their way for 3 weeks until they reached their new home. 

Arrival: Wöllmetzhofen, Bavaria region (between Nuremberg and Munich).  
Here Anni, her sister and mother lived in a house with another family. The three shared a small room. During the day 
they could heat, but at night they could not heat, so the milk froze on the stove. Her mum and most of the other 
mothers worked in the stables.  

November 1946: Anni started school in November. She was 6 years old. 
She says, she did not understand everything at the time, since she was only 6 years old, so it was still hard for her. 
However, she never really felt strange and also got along well with the language directly. She thinks that was also 
because she really tried hard at school and she was always decent. 

Many years later, a lot of displaced persons from Bohemia returned to pick up the one or other thing that they had 
cemented in their barns just before they had been expelled. As well as relatives (of mine) from Steinheim, who 
retrieved a milk machine.  

My grandma Anni did not go back to where she was born until 1984. In this year she went there with her family and 
other relatives. She told me, it was a very emotional moment for her. 

 

(a profile by Mathilda Bürgstein, 14.11.2020) 

Anni, 25 years old 


